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2010 model generation even more customer-friendly
Carado successful despite difficult times
In times of economic hardship, consumers pay closer attention to price, but still want the same quality. These are ideal conditions for Carado leisure vehicles, which boast a high standard of quality coupled with unbeatable cost-effectiveness. Consequently, Carado’s production and sales record remains healthy despite the general instability of the economic climate. 

According to Sales Director Thomas Gross, Carado’s current product and marketing concept has been well received by customers, who are delighted with its reasonably priced motorhomes and caravans and “made in Germany” quality guarantee. The company’s cost-effectiveness and comprehensive equipment features, which meet all basic requirements in terms of functionality, comfort and design, have won over many new customers.

Over the past financial year, over 1,500 Carado motorhomes and caravans have left the production line – a very pleasing increase on the previous year.

Especially noteworthy is the high level of motivation and flexibility of the Carado production team at Capron GmbH, who are unwavering in their motivation and quality consciousness in spite of difficult economic conditions.

This exceptional commitment is typical not only of the production department, but also the entire sales organisation: the Carado distribution network now numbers over 60 contract partners in Germany and 115 in the export sector. This represents an increase of nearly 20 dealerships on the previous year. Notably, new contract partners were acquired in the discerning Scandinavian market – a clear indication of the high level of trust placed in the Carado brand and the quality it represents.

With Carado’s marketing concept of low-priced but high-quality motorhomes and caravans steadily gaining ground against foreign competition, the company are continually upgrading the equipment of their vehicles, some of which undoubtedly belong to the “superior low end” of the market.

In general, the company is continuing to adapt its range of layouts to customer wishes through various equipment modifications as well as the introduction of two new models. In total, the new season will see 18 different models go into production: nine caravans, four alcove and five semi-integrated motorhomes.

Making their debut will be the caravan Carado C 419 and the motorhome Carado A 160. With a 6.57 metres long and 2.32 wide camping body incorporating a king-size bed in the rear and a generous curved seating area in the front, the Carado C 419 occupies the upper low end of the caravan market. The Carado A 160 represents the ultra-compact class of alcove motorhome. With a camping body barely six metres long, incorporating a very large alcove and dinette which can be converted into a bed, it accommodates four people comfortably.

All the Carado series are equipped with the layouts which have proved most popular with customers. In the modified version, each model offers all the necessities required by the customer while retaining the modular structure and avoiding expensive extras in order to guarantee unbeatable cost-effectiveness in accordance with the Carado concept.

New in 2010 is the decision to equip all Carado motorhomes with a Fiat Ducato chassis as standard. The same goes for the use of smooth plate. In all A-models, the alcove – now with standard heating – has been redesigned to maximise the space. Also redesigned is the half-alcove of the T-models, which can be optionally equipped with a modern panoramic roof. The washrooms in all motorhomes have been improved both functionally and aesthetically, with extra stowage space and new mirror elements.

The intelligent mix of colours and materials and the quality and attractiveness of the vehicles has become established across the product range, with all the new models receiving modern, enhanced decals. The Canadian walnut decor of the furniture, flaps and side walls, which lends a harmonious finish to all vehicles, has been enthusiastically received by customers. Beige elements in the flaps (in the case of caravans) and beige horizontal stripes at the level of the handles (in the case of motorhomes) underline the elegant design of the furniture. In all vehicles, the attractive presentation is rounded off by a bamboo parquet-look floor covering. New for the model year 2010 and unique to the lower price segment are the high-quality cold-foam mattresses included as standard in the fixed beds of caravans and motorhomes alike. 
The Carado portfolio is further enhanced by optional features such as electric floor heating in all caravans or comfort chassis packages for the motorhomes.

The Carado team is very pleased with developments at product level. True to plan, Carado now offers a successful range of low-end models, with the new additions perfectly complementing its existing range in the cheaper market segment.

Carado A-models: the alcove series 

The Carado alcove models for 2010 are notable not just for the exceptional cost-effectiveness for which they have come to be known. A number of key innovations have also been implemented by popular request, resulting in a significant improvement to the quality and functionality of this motorhome series.

For example, from 2010 onwards all models will be exclusively based on the 3.5 tonnes Fiat Ducato ladder-type chassis with 2.2 multi-jet, 100 hp engine. A chassis with a 130 hp engine can also be supplied on request. The optionally available chassis package includes manual air conditioning for the driver’s cab, passenger airbag and electric, heated wing mirror, cruise control and radio kit with loudspeakers.

All models of the 2010 generation have a redesigned (mega-)alcove which not only comes with standard heating but also offers far more space, with a bed area of 1.60 metres by 2.10 metres. All alcoves, which are equipped with a folding bed as standard, are now roomier, have a window on the right and are fitted with a safety net. 

The Carado alcove model range for 2010 comprises a total of four models. This year sees the launch of the Carado A 160, representing the ultra-compact low-end class. Though less than six metres long in total, it has a large alcove and a dinette which converts to a bed, and comfortably accommodates four people.

Besides the short A 160, the other models of this series, such as the Carado 
A 361 and the A 366, have a total length of approximately 6.98 metres, while the A 464 measures 7.28 metres. The well insulated walls and roof are 34 millimetres thick and the floor 41 millimetres. The standard white textured plate version has been enhanced by new improved outside graphics. An attractive new rear light lends added dynamism and contemporary styling.

All Carado alcove models are specially geared to families or small groups. Accordingly, the model A 361 is equipped with bunk beds in the rear in addition to the roomy folding alcove bed. The comfort seating group opposite the entrance can be equipped with a safety package – consisting of two headrests and lap belts for the rear-facing seat – thus accommodating six people on board. Particularly spacious is the A 464, which, in addition to the alcove and a dinette, also has a horizontal comfort bed in the rear.

The elegant Canadian walnut decor of the furniture, flaps and side walls lends the vehicles a uniform and harmonious finish. Beige horizontal stripes level with the handles underline the elegant design of the furniture. The appearance of the interior is attractively completed by elegant microfibre upholstery with a homely patterned design, and a bamboo parquet-look floor covering. New in 2010 and unique in the lower price segment are the standard cold-foam mattresses included in the fixed beds. To make the interior more light and airy, a panoramic roof vent with integrated blind can be optionally installed. 

The kitchen is designed for functionality. The new, extra-large sink (40 centimetres in diameter) with single-lever mixer tap is set into the pale ceramic-look work surface. The three-burner cooker has a glass cover and centrally positioned controls. The standard 113-litre refrigerator is equipped with an 11-litre freezer compartment. Depending on the layout, this equipment can be optionally upgraded to a 150-litre refrigerator with 25-litre freezer compartment.

The washroom has been further enhanced in the new models with additional mirror elements and extra stowage space. Other features of the washroom are the family-friendly, adjustable shower head, shower curtain and cassette toilet with electric pump and swivel seat.

Pleasant warmth is provided by the quiet, efficient Trumatic C 6002 heater with integrated 12-litre boiler. The Truma EH heater is available as an option. As of 2010, a heated waste water tank can be installed for fans of winter camping.

Carado T-models: the semi-integrated series 

Semi-integrated motorhomes are steadily increasing in popularity among customers. This also applies to the Carado T-models, which have been further upgraded for the 2010 generation in response to customers’ wishes.

For example, from 2010 onwards all models will be exclusively based on the 3.5 tonnes Fiat Ducato ladder-type chassis with 2.2 multi-jet and 100 hp engine. A chassis with a 130 hp engine can also be supplied on request. The optionally available chassis package includes manual air conditioning for the driver’s cab, passenger airbag, electric, heated wing mirror, cruise control and radio kit with loudspeakers

A notable improvement is the redesigned half-alcove, which not only lends a special elegance to the outside of the vehicle, but also enhances the interior thanks to an optionally available panoramic roof.

Carado's semi-integrated vehicles have 34-millimetre thick walls/roof and a 41-millimetre thick floor, guaranteeing optimal insulation in summer and winter alike. The superstructure is enhanced by the white textured plate (now standard), together with improved graphics on the outside and a new rear light moulding. A functional and attractively styled roof rack with aluminium ladder is available on request.

In total, the semi-integrated range of the 2010 generation consists of five models varying in length from 6.23 to 6.93 metres. The ultra-compact layout of the T 134 has a raised bed across the back with a wardrobe underneath. The kitchen is on the right, as seen in the direction of travel, next to the entrance, and the washroom is on the opposite side. Between the washroom and the driver's seat, opposite the entrance, there is a semi-dinette with two lap and diagonal seat belts, and a table, towards which the driver and passenger seats can be rotated. New for 2010 is a seat to the right of the entrance, which can be optionally converted into an extra single bed.

The other models of this series offer a choice of double bed (T 135 and T 345), twin beds (T 337) or horizontal rear bed (T 344). 

The interior design of all Carado semi-integrated vehicles is equally impressive. The elegant Canadian walnut decor of the furniture, flaps and side walls creates a uniform and harmonious finish. Beige horizontal stripes level with the handles underline the elegant design of the furniture. The appearance of the interior is attractively completed by elegant upholstery with a choice of two microfibre leather-look combinations and a bamboo parquet-look floor covering. New in 2010 and unique in the lower price segment are the standard cold-foam mattresses included in the fixed beds. To make the interior more light and airy, a panoramic roof vent with integrated blind can be installed on request. A door fly screen is included as standard.

The kitchen is designed for functionality. The new, extra-large sink (40 centimetres in diameter) with single-lever mixer tap is set into the pale ceramic-look work surface. The three-burner cooker has a glass cover and centrally positioned controls. The standard 113-litre refrigerator is equipped with an 11-litre freezer compartment. Depending on the model (T 344, T 345), a 150-litre refrigerator with 25-litre freezer compartment and extractor hood can also be supplied on request. 

The washroom has been further enhanced in the new models with additional mirror elements and extra stowage space. In addition, a family-friendly, adjustable shower head, shower curtain and Thetford cassette toilet with electric pump and swivel seat guarantee all the comforts of a modern bathroom.

Pleasant warmth is provided by the quiet, efficient Trumatic C 6002 heater with integrated 12-litre boiler. The Truma EH heater is available as an option. From 2010, an insulated waste water tank can be supplied as an optional extra for fans of winter camping.

Carado credit crunch beaters for 2010 with savings of over 4,000 euros
Carado special offer models A 464 Style and T 135 Style

Carado caravans and motorhomes represent the low-end segment of the leisure vehicle market. The huge success of these vehicles is based on excellent product quality “made in Germany“ coupled with a keenly calculated price. For 2010, Carado has further undercut its virtually unbeatable cost/performance ratio with two new special offers:

The alcove model A 464 Style and the semi-integrated T 135 Style offer a credit crunch beating solution which will appeal to all caravanners, not just newcomers.

The Carado A 464 Style is based on a Ford Transit chassis with an 115 hp engine. The accompanying chassis comfort package consists of a central locking system including remote control, electric windows, audio system 6000 radio and CD player, heat-insulating glazing und convection heating. The roof and walls are in glossy smooth plate with a distinctively styled outer design.

The layout is equipped – in addition to the alcove (bed) – with a horizontal rear bed, a spacious dinette, and a kitchen and washroom. Like all Carado alcove models, this one also comes with generous stowage space.

The basic equipment package for this special offer model includes a panoramic roof vent with blind, shower panelling and skylight. 

Also included is a safety package, consisting of two headrests and lap belts for the rear-facing sofa, a 150-litre refrigerator with a 25-litre freezer compartment and a 4-metre awning.

The total price of this excellently equipped alcove motorhome is 39,990 euros, representing a saving of 4,066 euros. For those wishing to reinvest this cost saving in a more powerful engine, a 140 hp chassis is available on request for 1,489 euros.

The second Carado sale model is the T 135 Style. Besides washroom and kitchen, this semi-integrated motorhome has a double bed at the rear plus a semi-dinette which, combined with the swivelling front seats, forms a spacious dining and living area.

The basic version of the T 135 Style has a Ford Transit chassis with a 110 hp engine. A chassis with 115 hp engine and 6-speed transmission can also be supplied on request (at an extra cost of 595 euros). The corresponding chassis comfort package consists of central locking including remote control, electric windows, audio system 6000 with radio and CD player, heat-insulating glazing and convection heating. The roof and walls are in glossy smooth plate with a distinctively styled outer design.

The basic package which also comes with this special offer includes a panoramic roof vent with blind, shower panelling and a skylight. This can be complemented with a relaxation package featuring a cycle rack for 4 bikes and a 3.5-metre awning. 

The total price of this fully equipped, semi-integrated motorhome is 33,990 euros, representing a saving of 4,064 euros.

Carado C-models: the caravan series
In the current economic climate, Carado caravans are among the most successful in the low-end segment of the market. Central to its success are the highly popular layouts, optimal equipment focused on the essentials, appealing styling and design, German product quality and unbeatable cost-effectiveness.

For the 2010 season, Carado is offering a total of nine different caravan models. A newcomer is the Carado C 419, a caravan of the upper low-end sector. With a camping length of 6.57 metres and width of 2.32 metres, it offers a king-size bed in the rear and a spacious curved seating group in the front. The highly practical pass-through area at the rear, which is accessible from the outside, provides additional stowage space. 

The most compact layout is found in the C 100 which, despite having a camping body barely four metres long, features a generous curved seating area in the front which can be converted into a double bed, as well as a kitchen block in the rear. The kitchen and washroom are situated in the rear, while the wardrobe is opposite the entrance door between the washroom and the curved seating area.

Also on offer are a further seven layouts which are much in demand: the C 164 featuring a double bed in the front and a dinette in the rear; the C 205 and 255 models with curved seating area in the rear and double bed in the front; the C 364 with horizontal bed across the front, bunk beds in the rear and central dinette; the C 415 with curved seating area in the front and double bed in the rear; and finally the C 417 with curved seating area in the front and twin beds in the rear.

Within the overall product range, the individual models vary in camping length from 4.13 to 6.57 metres. The interior width is generally 2.18 metres and the headroom 1.95 metres. The camping body with its 34-millimetre thick walls and 41-millimetre thick floor provides excellent insulation. Particularly noteworthy is the electric floor heating now available as an optional extra for the living area of the caravans.

The entire model range is based on a fully galvanized lightweight chassis with an axle casing that is also galvanized. The independent suspension with shock absorbers and the automatic overrun ensure excellent road-holding. Depending on the model, the maximum payload ranges between 190 and 440 kilograms, which is unique for this vehicle category. As an optional extra, Carado will equip the new season’s models with the tried-and-tested Winterhoff safety coupling.

The exterior with its proven sandwich construction is resplendent in white textured plate (a smooth plate version is also optionally available from 2010), with an attractive rear light moulding and new, redesigned decals on the outside to further enhance the contemporary styling. All the pivoted windows are double glazed and additionally fitted with a blind and mosquito net. 

The Canadian walnut decor of the furniture, flaps and side walls has proved a good choice, lending an attractive, harmonious finish to the whole caravan. An indirect lighting system makes for a pleasant atmosphere in the seating areas. New for 2010 – and unique in the low-end price segment – are the standard cold foam mattresses included in the fixed beds. Beige elements in the flaps underline the quality of the furniture design. The furniture is high quality with overhead storage cupboard flaps featuring strong metal hinges. The entire furniture concept, including the corner elements, suggests a living standard that is unusually high for this sector of the market. The appearance of the interior is rounded off by the bamboo parquet-look floor covering. In some models, a hanging space for coats and now also a shoe rack are included, providing further practical benefits for the customer.

The high-quality and attractively designed cushions guarantee exceptionally good seating comfort in all areas, and the mattresses, which are made of quality foam with a high-grade slatted frame, provide first-class sleeping comfort.

The kitchens are impressive with an ergonomic layout and a generous work surface featuring an inset, round sink with stainless steel look and extra-large dimensions (40 centimetres in diameter). A three-burner cooker with flame failure safety device, flame protection and glass cover (depending on the model), and (new for 2010) the 113-litre refrigerator with 11-litre freezer compartment complete this comprehensive range of equipment.

The washrooms of the new generation have been upgraded and the interior walls now have a Canadian walnut finish for a warmer atmosphere. All washrooms have windows and a Thetford WC connected directly to the 45-litre water tank. A shower fitment with pull-out shower head and shower curtain is optionally available.

A (230-volt) warm-air system helps ensure optimal heat distribution. The heat source is a Truma S 3002 heater with automatic ignition. In addition, ventilated storage cupboards and a roof vent ensure a pleasant atmosphere.

All in all, Carado caravans really do have everything the customer needs: product quality "made in Germany" plus the idea basic technical equipment, tried-and-tested comfort furnishings, and attractive contemporary styling and design.

Further details on Carado caravans and Carado motorhomes can be found at www.carado.de.
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